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HISTORICAL NOTE

The Crete Mills, Crete, Nebraska, the oldest milling firm in the state continuous
operation, began as a tiny water-powered sawmill located on the Big Blue River at the
southern edge of what became the town of Crete, Nebraska. Converted to flour milling in
1870, the building was destroyed by fire in 1880 and re-built by 1882 under the
ownership of Bridges and Johnston. This firm built another mill to grind corn on the
north side of Crete in 1881 which continued operating until 1912 when it too was
destroyed by fire.

Late in 1882 Charles Clark White acquired the Johnston interest in this partnership which
then became Bridges and White and later White and Glade. White was born in Sylvania,
near Toledo, Ohio, February 24, 1843 where he attended the public schools and local
academy until the age of eighteen. He had intended to become a teacher but instead
enlisted in the 9™ Illinois Cavalry and during the Civil War was imprisoned at Libby and
Belle Isle. In 1864 he settled near Raymond, Nebraska, where he farmed to support his
widowed mother and his sisters. On January 19, 1868, he marries Miss. Olive A.
Johnson, a teacher from Valparaiso, Nebraska. He was elected county treasurer of
Lancaster County in 1873 and re-elected in 1875. After his term of office expired he
move his family to Valparaiso to build a flour mill there in 1878. In 1880 he was elected
state senator from Saunders County and that same year was a delegate to the General
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He served as mayor and councilman of
Valparaiso.

In 1883 White moved to Crete where he had purchased half interest in the Crete Mills.
White was a trustee and president of the Crete Chautauqua, a member of the Board of
Education of Crete, and a benefactor and president of the Board of Trustees of Nebraska
Wesleyan University. After a brief illness, White died in 1895.

Subsequently, Albert L. Johnston, a brother-in-law of White who had begun working at
the Crete Mills in 1888, became General Superintendent and in 1900 President when the
firm was incorporated. Under Johnston’s management the mill was modernized and
enlarged. Soon after 1900 the two mills were converted from direct water power when
turbines and generators were installed and the water used to produce electricity. In 1908
Johnston bought a small mill in Curtis, Nebraska, which was absorbed in the Crete Mills
in 1913. Following a fire in 1912, major re-building program was undertaken.
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In 1919 construction began on the present site of the mill at rail side in downtown Crete.
By 1921 the present flour mill was completed and in operation. 1929 a feed mill was
constructed, a corn mill built in 1936, and another large feed mill added in 1949. A.L.
Johnston retired as President in January 1948 and died the following May. He was
succeeded as head of the mill by his son Benjamin L. Johnston. In 1953 the Crete Mills
was purchased by the Lauhoff Grain Company of Danville, Illinois. In 1963 Lauhoff
sold the Crete Mills to Cargill. The Crete Mills is currently (as of 2011) owned and
operated by Bunge Milling which is headquartered in St. Louis, Missouri.

The Crete Mills, which began mixing feed in 1907, is among the oldest formula feed
operations in the United States. One of its best-known products, last made in 1935, was
sold under the brand name “Victor Flour.” It now produces diversified cereal products
including wheat, rye, and buckwheat flour for home and poultry feed, and dog food, as
well as high protein soy mix and bulgar wheat for over-seas consumption.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection consists of 104 boxes of the records of the Crete Mills, Crete, Nebraska,
arranged in twenty-one series: (1) Correspondence-General, 1885-1931; (2)
Correspondence-Postcards, 1887-1929; (3) Correspondence-C.C. White Personal, 188-
1895; (4) Correspondence-C.S. Lincoln, 1892-1913; (5) Correspondence-Ice File, 1915-
1916; (6) Correspondence-Merna Mills and Elevators, 1922-1926; (7) Correspondence-
Ravenna Mills and Elevators, 1921-1924; (8) Correspondence-Railroads, 1913-1926; (9)
Outgoing Correspondence, 1898-1912; (10) Account Ledgers, 1883, 1888-1890; (11)
Daily Sales Record, 1887-1908; (12) Invoices and Credit Memos, 1888-1912; (13)
Salesmen’s Expense Account Books, 1899-1921; (14) City Bills for Supplies and
Services, 1895-1905; (15) Register of Bank Drafts, 1892; (16) Bank Deposit Books,
1891-1915; (17) Railroad Shipping Records, 1901-1913; (18) Freight Bills, 1887-1925;
(19) Bills of Lading, 1889-1922; (20) Car Weight Reports, 1913-1926; (21) Miscellany,
1888-1920.

This collection relates to the operation of the Crete Mills from the 1880’s, when C.C.
White acquired a financial interest in the firm, through the first few decades of the
twentieth century. Series One and Two contain not only general correspondence but also
orders, cancellations of orders, reports from salesmen, and confirmations of shipment.
Some of this material relates to the Curtis Mill, Curtis, Nebraska. Series Three is a file of
the personal correspondence of C.C. White. Series Four contains correspondence from
C.S. Lincoln of Atlanta, Georgia, agent for the Crete Mills in the Southeast. Series Five
relates to the sale of ice by the Crete Mills. Series Six and Seven contain correspondence
from mills and elevators in Merna and Ravenna, Nebraska; and series Eight contains
letters principally from the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad and the Missouri
Pacific Railroad. Much of the remainder of the collection consists of accounting and
shipping records. Included in the miscellany are brochures describing milling equipment
and supplies as well as bulletins on the condition of crops in the Midwest from 1898-
1907.
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Part of this collection was received from Benjamin L. Johnston of Crete, the son of
Albert L. Johnston, in November 1960. Another portion was received from Mrs. H.A.
Sock of Crete in November 1970. Parts of the accounting records were transferred from
the Albert L. Johnston Collection, which was received from Benjamin L. Johnston in
November 1964. Some personal papers of A.L. Johnston were removed from this
collection and placed in the collection, which bears his name.
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Vol. 4 Nov. 16, 1905-Jan. 7, 1907
June 1, 1907-May 26, 1908
6 May 27, 1908-Nov. 20, 1908 (See oversized)

o1l

Series 12 - Invoices and Credit Memos, 1888-1912
Box 79

Vol. 1 March 26, 1888-May 15, 1888
2 Oct. 26, 1891-May 28, 1892
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3 March 25, 1894-Aug. 31, 1894

Box 80
Vol. 4 March 24, 1902-Aug. 20, 1902
5 Dec. 10, 1903-May 4, 1904
6 May 4, 1904-Sept. 8, 1904
Box 81
Vol. 7 Jan. 12, 1905-May 13, 1905
8 Sept. 2, 1905-Dec. 5, 1905
Box 82

Vol. 9 Dec. 22, 1905-April 14, 1906
10 July 20, 1906-Oct. 22, 1906
11 Oct. 25, 1906-March 15, 1907
Box 83
Vol. 12 Oct. 8, 1907-May 30, 1908
13 Dec. 9, 1911-May 9, 1912

Series 13 - Salesmen’s Expense Account Books, 1899-1921

Box 84

Folder 1 1899
2 1900
3 1901
4 1902
5 1903
6 1904
7

1920-1921

Series 14 - City Bills for Supplies and Services, 1895-1905

Box 84 (cont.)
Folder 1 1895
2 1896
3 1897
Box 85
Folder 4 1898
5 1899
6 1900
7 1901
8 1902
9 1903
10 1904
11 1905

12 telephone and telegraph Co.
14 Undated
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Series 15 - Register of Bank Drafts, 1892

Box 86
Folder 1 Sept. 1, 1892-Dec. 2, 1892

Series 16 - Bank Deposit Books, 1891-1915

Box 86 (cont.)

Folder 1 Vol. 1891
1885-1887
1893

April 1915-Dec. 1915

A OwWDN -

Series 17 - Railroad Shipping Records, 1901-1913
Box 86 (cont.)
Vol. 1 Jan. 19, 1901-March 4, 1901
2 Credit due Crete Mills, March 10, 1909-Nov. 1, 1913

Series 18 - Freight Bills, 1887-1925

Box 87
Folder 1 1887
2 1888
3 1889
4 1890
5 1890
6 1891
7 1891
8 1892
9 1892
10 1893
Box 88
Folder 11 1893
12 1894
13 1894
14 1895
15 1896
16 1897
17 1898
18 1899
19 1900
20 1901
21 1902
22 1903

23 1904
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24 1905
25 1906
26 1907
27 1908
28 1909
29 1911
Box 89
Folder 30 1913 January-May
31 1913 June & July
32 1913 August & September
33 1913 October & November
34 1913 December
35 1914 January
36 1914 February
37 1914 March
38 1914 April
39 1914 August
Box 90
Folder 40 1915 January-July
41 1915 August-September
42 1915 October
43 1915 November
44 1915 December
45 1915 January
46 1916 February
47 1916 March
48 1916 April
49 1916 May
Box 91
Folder 50 1916 February-December
o1 1917 January
52 1917 February
53 1917 March
54 1917 April
55 1917 May
56 1917 June
57 1917 July
58 1917 August
59 1917 September
60 1917 October
61 1917 November-December
62 1920
63 1921
64 1922
65 1924

66 1925
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67 Undated

Series 19 - Bills of Lading, 1889-1922

Box 92
Folder 1 1889-1890
2 1892
3 1894
4 1897
5 1898 January
6 1898 May
7 1898 June & July
8 1898 August-Sept
9 1898 Oct
10 1898 Nov
11 1898 Dec
12 1899 Jan
13 1899 Feb
14 1899 March & April
15 1899 May & June
16 1899 July
17 1899 Aug
18 1899 Sept
Box 93
Folder 19 1899 Oct
20 1899 Nov
21 1899 Dec
22 1900 Jan
23 1901-1903
24 1904 June
25 1904 July
26 1904 Aug
27 1904 Sept
28 1904 Oct
29 1904 Nov
30 1904 Dec
Box 94
Folder 31 1905 Jan
32 1905 Feb
33 1905 March-Dec
34 1906
35 1907
36 1908
37 1909
38 1910 Jan

39 1910 Feb
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40 1910 March
41 1910 April
42 1910 May
43 1910 June
44 1910 July
45 1910 July
Box 95
Folder 46 1910 Aug
47 1910 Sept
48 1910 Oct
49 1910 Nov-Dec
50 1911
51 1912
52 1913
53 1914
54 1915 April
55 1915 June
56 1915 July
57 1915 Sept
58 1915 Oct
59 1915 Nov
60 1915 Dec
61 1915 Dec
62 1916 Jan
63 1916 Jan
Box 96
Folder 64 1916 Feb
65 1916 Feb
66 1916 March
67 1916 March
68 1916 April
69 1916 April
70 1916 May
71 1917 Aug
72 1917 Sept
73 1917 Oct
74 1917 Nov
75 1917 Nov
Box 97
Folder 76 1917 Dec
77 1917 Dec
78 1918 Jan
79 1918 Jan
80 1918 Feb
81 1920 Feb

82 1920 Mar
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Box 98
Folder

Box 99
Folder

Box 100
Folder

Box 101
Folder

83
84

85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93

94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103

104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114

115
116
117
118
119
120

1920
1920

1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920

1920
1920
1920
1920
1921
1921
1921
1922
1922
1922

1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
1922

1922
1922
1922
1922
1922
Undated

Mar
April

April
April
May
May
May
June
June
June
July

July
Aug
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec
Jan
Jan
Jan

Feb
Feb
Feb
Mar
April
May
June
July
July
July
Aug

Aug
Aug
Aug
Sept
Sept
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Series 20 - Car Weight Reports, 1913-1926

Box 102
Folder

Box 103
Folder

1 1913-1917

2 1920

3 1921

4 1922

5 1923

6 1924 Feb-June
7 1924 July
8 1924 Aug
9 1924 Aug
10 1924 Sept
11 1926 Jan
12 1926 Jan
13 1926 Feb
14 1926 Mar
15 1926 Mar
16 1926 April
16 Undated

Series 21 - Miscellany, 1888-1900

Box 104
Folder

APD
Revised TMM

= O

Contracts and indentures 1888-1900
Advertising material

Equipment and supplies 1890-1900
Equipment and supplies 1900-1905
Equipment and supplies 1906-1907
Equipment and supplies 1908-1915
Equipment and supplies 1916-1920
Equipment and supplies undated
Crop Bulletins 1898-1899

Crop Bulletins 1901-1907
Legislative Bills 1899-1909

04-08-1975
03-07-2017
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Subject headings:

Aller, Cord L.

Businesses -- Nebraska -- Crete

Businesses -- Nebraska -- Curtis
Businesses -- Nebraska -- Merna
Businesses -- Nebraska -- Ravenna

Crete Mills (Crete, Neb.)

Curtis Mill (Curtis, Neb.)

Johnson, Albert L., 1864-1948

Kinney, A.L.

Mills and milling -- Buffalo County (Neb.)
Mills and milling -- Custer County (Neb.)
Mills and milling -- Frontier County (Neb.)
Mills and milling -- Saline County (Neb.)
Nebraska Grain Dealers’ Association (Omaha, Neb.)
Saline County (Neb.) -- History

White, Charles Clark, 1843-1895

White, Olive A. (Johnson), 1848-1935
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